
December 2019 PenWAG Rag                                                                                                                                                                                             1 

  Vol XXVI, Issue 12  December 2019

Contents

     Presidents' Thoughts            1
     Help Wanted, Stash Extravaganza                   2 
     Holiday Potluck    3
     Speaker Lineup 2020, Closure Challenge 4
     Membership    5
     Things to Do & Places to Go                   6
      November Minutes                             10-11
      San Jose Quilt Museum Happenings                 12 
     What, Where, When                  13            
     2019 Board Members                  14

              

Marcia Manzo & Leilani Bennett
    Co-Presidents

Presidents’ thoughts. . .

Our goal for 2019 was to rebuild PenWAG’s membership and if the last three months are a bellwether, that goal is 
being achieved with new members joining every month. 
 
I sat at the back of the room during the morning presentation at the November meeting.  It seemed like a full 
house so I decided to count empty chairs.  There were only eight empty chairs!   It was everything I could do to 
control myself and not break into a happy dance and generally whoop and holler.  (For those of you who are into 
details, we order 100 chairs for each meeting.)

As we approach a new year, we have the opportunity to set a new goal, and Marcia and I, along with the Board, 
feel that building a strong sense of community and camaraderie is a top priority.

Let me digress here for a moment.  No matter how well we plan, sometimes life throws us a curve ball.  I’m willing 
to wager that almost everyone reading this has had a time or two in their lives when the paycheck barely covered 
the basic necessities.  I personally remember clearly the Sunday morning I lay in bed, staring at the ceiling--  a 
single parent with three teenagers to feed and take care of— I had almost $3,000 of bills to pay come the first of 
the month and had $87 and some odd cents in the bank account.   Had I been a member of PenWAG at that time, 
there is no way in heaven or hell I could have afforded membership dues.

So, now back to the sense of community I was talking about.  Every single member is important to OUR 
community.  If for any reason, a member is at a time when they might have to forgo renewing their membership 
because they can’t afford it, we’ve established an Angel Fund just for that purpose.

 It’s super easy and anonymous—you simply contact the Treasurer, 
Wren Clark (in a georgeous bright red hat), tell her you would like 
some help paying your dues, and she privately takes  care of it.  The 
only information given to the Board is the running balance in the 
Angel Fund account.  

We are looking forward to the new year where every single member 
renews!  With that, Marcia and I close, saying we have been honored 
to represent the membership and wish each of you bountiful 
blessings for this holiday season!
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HELP WANTED!
 Do you know how to make paper beads?

 Do you know how to make jelli prints?

 Looking for persons to teach these at a round robin in the afternoon of PenWAG’s June meeting.

   No pay, but lots of stars in your crown   See Marcia, Leilani or Sherri.

Stash Extravaganza      by Carole Parker

Our meeting on December 14 is many PenWAG members' favorite meeting because of the Stash 
Extravaganza. This year’s timing:

9:00 - 9:45   Extravaganza setup. If you enter at this time, you will be assumed to be a volunteer, 
and you will be put to work!  Absolutely NO sales will happen during this time.

9:45 - 10:00  Those working the Extravaganza, such as the Cashiers and Hospitality staff, get to 
shop.

10:00 - 11:30 Doors open for Stash Extravaganza purchases.

11:30 Auction of Special Items starts plus any last-minute potluck setup.

12:00 Or after the Auction stops, potluck.

We’re trying some experiments this Stash Extravaganza:

* Except for the Auction and Special Priced items, everything can go into a bag. Paper bags we 
will provide either be marked with a suggested donation on them based on their size, or a sample 
board with sample bags and suggested donations will be displayed. If personal canvas bags are 
used, the paper bag size nearest the canvas bag size will be used for comparison with suggested 
donation amount.

* If your inner magpie puts so much stuff in the paper bag that it rips, and you need another paper 
bag, you combine the recommend donation price for both of the paper bags.

* Since most items will not be marked with a price, we will not be having discount timing. No “half 
price” or “freebie” at X time will happen. The donation recommendations will be consistent for the 
whole day.

Anything leftover will be donated to Next Door Solutions To Domestic Violence, which has a quilt-
ing program for their clients.
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Patricia Lohoff
December is our Holiday Celebration, which consists of a festive 
potluck, lots of socializing, and our Stash Extravaganza (see page 2 for 
more details on the latter).  Please join us in our usual Roosevelt Room, 
Q80.   The room will be open from 9 AM to 3:30 PM.  For this meeting 
only, the guest donation is $10.   

We are trying to stay Green (how appropriate is that for a Christmas 
color).  Bring a plate, utensils, napkin, and a cup.  Bring a dish (with 
serving utensil) for 8-10 to enjoy.  There will be outlets for crock-pots, 
ice for beverages, etc.  Helping hands will be appreciated.

The potluck offerings are brought in and then tabled by the team. We 
do have access to an oven/microwave and fridge and freezer, but there 
is no real way to keep things hot on the table. It really helps if things are 
in easy to serve portions and good at room temperature!  The serving 
dishes can be cleaned before going home if desired and there will be 
plastic wrap and bags and foil.   We socialize and eat as a celebration 
at the end of the exchange and auction. (AND to try to keep food and 
fabric separate . . .)

Most of all, we want you to join us to count your blessings, and if you 
want to bring your $$ to renew your membership and replenish your 
stash, that is your holiday gift to yourself.  See you there! 

Leanne shows jewelery she crafted 
out of scrap plastic 
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 Going Back to Basics Buttons & Closures Challenge  
 Sue Han Keys, Challenge Coordinator

At our January 2020 meeting, we will show creative examples of buttons, 
buttonholes, closures on garments, accessories, jewelry,  samples  - you make 
it and you show it.   

Program Chair      Sherri Taffel

Peninsula Wearable Arts Guild
2020 Speaker Line Up
Check Them Out on the Web

January 11  Holly Badgley  http://www.hollybadgley.com

February 8  Paul Gallo http://www.gettagripclip.com/history.php

March 14-15  Suzi Click  http://www.suziclick.com

April 11   Dorothy Yuki   www.dotsrainbow.com

May 9   Coco Bonneville

June 13   Be Surprised!

July 11   Pot Luck / Sew Giving
 
August 8  Lori O’Neill  http://www.loneilldesign.com

September 15  Kay Khan  http://www.kaykhanart.com

October 10  Michelle Pagnanni  http://www.paganoonoo.com

November 14  Lecture  Frank Lima  http://www.thegreatmorgani.com    
Workshop    Marilou Moschetti  www.mariloumoschetti.com
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Membership            Anne Vogel

At our November meeting, Jessica Bailey was wonderful in creating the spirit and energy to renew or join 
PenWAG.  Thank you to members who have renewed for 2020!   We are almost halfway to our goal.   

Also, thank you to those members that decorated our table at PIQF (the setup was gorgeous!), shared their 
creative wearable art, and gave their time to spread the word about PenWAG.

 
For all those who have renewed or are new members, 

the new 2020 Membership card will be found behind your name tag in January 2020.

As you know, the 2020 Membership Renewal Drive is underway. Your current Membership subscription 
will remain active through December 31, 2019. The cutoff date marks the end of your 2019 membership  
privileges.  To remain active, we urge you to renew.  You don’t want to lose membership status and discount 
privileges that enable you to sign up for all our marvelous workshops.  This year, to make it easier for you,  
PenWAG  2020 members can sign up fat any time for any workshop scheduled in 2020.  No more sliding 2 
month window; the opportunity  for sign-ups at any time for the whole year will allow you to plan easier. 

The Membership dues are now $60 for the year and $20 for a student with proof of school enrollment.   A 
guest is a donation of $5.00 per meeting but has no member privileges.

It is easy to Renew!  Choose 1 of 3 options to renew your membership:

1) In your web browser, type www.penwag.org. 
On top menu, press Log In, enter your username and password, then
On top menu choose Join/Get Involved! and select Join PenWAG.  
On the Join PenWAG page, Scroll down, select 2020 Membership (Renewal) and follow the steps to 
renew.

2) Send a $60 check with “Membership 2020” as the memo to:
PenWAG 
P.O.Box 111776
Campbell, CA 95011-1776    

     3) Pay by cash, check or credit card at the December 14th meeting. 

If you have any questions about membership renewal, email me at annevogel@penwag.org

Thank you, Anne Vogel, Membership
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See the Artists Call Detail for She:  An Expression of Womanhood for US Artists.  Deadline is January 8, 
2020.  http://www.0.cac.ca.gov/artistcall/acdetail.php?id=369696

Study fashion in Florence this summer with 
Ronda Chaney and Kathleen Lorist, June 13- 
June 27, 2020.  Cañada College in collaboration 
with the American Institute for Foreign Study 
will host a 3 - unit class in this beautiful renais-
sance city in magnificent Tuscany.  

Florence is the perfect place to study the work 
of designers such as Ferragamo, Gucci, and 
others as you visit museums and boutiques.  A 
trip to Milan to the Armani museum, attending 
Florence Fashion Week, and a visit to the tex-
tile capital of Prato are special highlights of the 
class. There will even be a cooking class.   

For information: contact 

chaney@smccd.edu or 650 306 3370.

Jessica shows her Michelle Chenin outfit, skirt 
detail and jewelry
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Her red blouse is set off by the star necklace 
made and worn by Joan

Carissa made a baseball jacket

Below, a dog halter 
made from a pair of 
jeans by Geneva
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Meetup

 PenWAG now has a Meetup account as one of the avenues to reach out to the local community and increase our    
membership.  Meetup is an online service that matches individuals with groups of like-minded folks. Anyone can set 
up a profile as a user and then get notified of events. Contact michelle@paganoonoo.com for help.

Rachel's fig leaf bag shows her phone peeking 
out from under the fringe of her purse
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Eileen wears her jumpsuit

Returning member Sue 
shows her quilted jacket
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November 9, 2019 General Meeting Minutes   by Claire DeLucchi

The General Membership meeting was held at the Campbell Community Center, Campbell, CA. There 
was a quorum present.  Leilani Bennett, Co-President, called the meeting to order at 10:02 AM.

Carole Parker moved that the General Meeting minutes of October 5, 2019, as they appeared in the 
November PenWAG newsletter, be approved.  Geneva Sanjideh seconded. With no further additions or 
changes, the vote to approve was unanimous.

Leilani thanked the many contributors to a successful PIQF booth.   Nell Stinson and team set up a 
beautiful display of member wearables.   Claire DeLucchi scheduled booth and white glove volunteers.  
Individual members communicated and filled in gaps for a successful show, bringing in many visitors and 
prospective new members.

Jessica Bailey kicked off the membership drive with information postcard handouts and a lively 
discussion of member benefits.  The goal is 160 members and she will be updating the members 
monthly.   

Leilani described January’s Holly Badgley embellishing RTW workshop and February’s Paul Gallo lecture 
continuing fashion history from 1950’s to the present (Marilyn Monroe to Lady Gaga) and his afternoon 
draping workshop.  The “Closures” member creativity challenge will also be revealed in January during 
“Show & Tell”.

Leilani introduced several Board and Committee members who had items of business for the members:

Carole Parker shared details about the December Stash Extravaganza.  She will be needing volunteers 
to transport and sort and will schedule multiple opportunities to help.  See details elsewhere in this 
newsletter and in MailChimp electronic updates to members.  Questions are welcome at mscip@sonic.
net. The actual Extravaganza will not begin until 10:00 AM after all of the items are unloaded and staged. 
Volunteers can help 9:00-9:45 the day of the event.  Cashier volunteers were solicited.  Potluck will start 
at 12:00 after the live auction at 11:30 AM of 10 items only.   

           (continued, page 11)
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          (continued from page 10)

Claire De Lucchi, Secretary, informed members about the 2020 Slate of Officers for the upcoming 
December election.  

Co-President/Vice President: Leilani Bennett / Marcia Manzo
Secretary: Claire DeLucci, Temporary
Publicity Director: Open
Treasurer: Wren Clark
Programs:  Michelle Paganini
Membership Director: Anne Vogel
1st Member-at-Large: Jessica Bailey
2nd Member-at-Large: Heather Murillo

Members in good standing may nominate another member or self-nominate at any time up to the 
December General Meeting by informing any current Board Member.  The Publicity and Secretary 
positions would be supported by training /overlap with current Officers.  Contact Heather (heatherm@
penwag.org) or Claire  (clairede@penwag.org) if interested in any of the Board positions.  

Lona Ingraham promoted the first-ever PenWAG Artists’ Sale on November 16 at the Santa Clara 
Women’s Club Adobe.  Fliers with maps were available and also published in the newsletter. Fourteen 
member artists have reserved spaces.  Free parking is available in the multi-level campus parking 
structure.

Kevin Roche shared website updates.  All 2020 Workshops will be available online for sign-up if your 
2020 membership is paid. Credit cards can now be used at 
meetings for renewals and workshop purchases.  

Wren Clark, Treasurer, issued refunds for the November 
workshop cancelled due to Sue Keys’ continued illness.  She 
shared the newly established Angel Fund for the anonymous 
benefit to members who may struggle with paying the $60 
membership fee.  They would only have to talk to her.  There is 
also now an “Angel Fund Donation” button on the website.

New members and guests were introduced.  Nine new members 
have joined since October!

As there was no further business to be brought before the 
membership, Andrew Trembley moved to adjourn the General 
Meeting, seconded by Kevin Roche.  There were no objections 
and the meeting was adjourned at 10:35 AM.

Following the business meeting, members enjoyed Show & 
Tell, announcements and refreshments, followed by slide 
presentations from Joan McBain and Judi Seip.
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Visit the San Jose Museum of 
Quilts & Textiles located at 520 S. 
First Street.  For information,  
www.sjquiltmuseum.org.

                                                                          Marie Strait
Running through January 12th 
KNOW YOUR MEME: STITCHING VIRAL PHENOMENA.  TURNER AND GILLILAND 
GALLERIES  
The exhibition explores the concept of the meme as a poignant method to summarize, understand, critique 
and share thoughts on important societal issues. In true meme fashion, the artwork selection will be driven by 
the power of the people, curated by the online community, and will encourage the general public to participate 
in the exhibition process. 
 
STORIES OF WEST AFRICA: HOLLIS CHATELAIN.  FINLAYSON GALLERY  
Hollis Chatelain creates art quilts based on her photographs, taken while she lived in the West African countries 
of Togo, Burkina Faso, Mali, and Benin.   From her photographs, Hollis drew the original illustrations for her 
coloring book titled "Stories of West Africa". These drawings, done in colored pencil, were scanned, enlarged, 
digitally printed on cotton fabric, and then machine quilted. Each quilt tells a story showing the strength of 
family and community, while the backgrounds show lively African fabrics, which play an important role in the 
everyday life of this region. 

NOVEMBER 27, 2019 – JANUARY 12, 2020 
FORM AND FUNCTION: FIBER ARTS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY.  SECOND 
ARTIST MEMBERS BIENNIAL.   PORCELLA GALLERY  
Juried by artist and curator Karen Gutfreund, Form and Function: 
Fiber Arts for the 21st Century showcases works in both traditional 
and new media that emphasize art over craft with bold use of artistic 
elements—line, space, shape, form, texture, and color to tell an 
individual story. Fiber artists utilize a multitude of methods to bridge 
craft and design, invoke new artistic concepts, and alter or refresh 
views of fiber. Each of our SJMQT Artist Members brings a personal 
vision and sensibility to his or her cloth. We want to celebrate this 
diversity and this exhibition is intended to promote an appreciation of 
fiber arts in the broader community. 

Visit the Museum Gift Shop.   Find the perfect gift for you, your friends, 
or family. 

Marie's blouse has hexagon patchwork design elements and a pocket.
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Meeting Time
PenWAG meets on the second Saturday of every month 
at 10:00 a.m. - noonish.

Meeting Place
1 West Campbell Avenue, Campbell, 95008, corner of 
Campbell Avenue and Winchester Blvd. From 880, take 
the Hamilton Avenue exit. Head west, away from down-
town San Jose. Turn left onto Winchester Blvd. Turn right 
at the second signal - Campbell Avenue. Enter the first 
driveway and find a parking spot. 

Facebook Page
 If you like PenWAG, you can now “like” our Facebook 
page. Come see the pictures from the Show & Tell, and 
news about upcoming events.  Click on the link below to 
get there. http://www.facebook.com/penwag (you can 
look at this even if you don’t have a Facebook account). 
Lynnette Viste and Andy Trembley are “admins” for the 
page. Let us know what you’d like to see!  The PenWAG 
Board will help decide what is posted. Stay tuned as we 
continue to explore the world of social networking! 

Join The PenWAG Yahoo group
There is a button to take you to instructions on how to 
join the PenWAG Yahoo Group in the Members Only 
section of the PenWAG website. 

Small Groups   
Our meeting room is available from 9 to 10 a.m. on 
meeting days for small groups who want to get together 
to sew, bead, swap ideas, whatever. Just organize your 
buddies and show up! 

Google Docs
We also have Google apps for nonprofits (for free) to 
store our documents in the cloud, e.g. newsletters and 
minutes.  You can synchronize the PenWAG Google cal-
endar with your calendar. 

PenWAG website
www.penwag.org        

Amazon % to PenWAG   If you shop via Amazon, 
please remember to go to our web site (www.pen-
wag.org) and CLICK on the Amazon link that appears 
in a box at the bottom of the last column on the 
right – scroll down the page.  Click on the box, which 
includes the words  
 “SHOP.  CONNECT.  ENJOY.  amazon,” 
which takes you to the Amazon home page, where 
you log in to your account as usual to shop.   PenWAG 
will receive a percentage of your purchases.  Please 
encourage your family and friends to use this link too.  

Judi wears a vest she 
made of Sourth African 
fabric and jewelry from 
her trip


