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Marcia Manzo & Leilani Bennett
    Co-Presidents

I've been making face masks and mailed a bunch 
off to my family this morning. I'm very pleased with 
how these smaller ones turned out for John Oxley.  
He may or may not want to wear them, but I suspect 
the Martians and jelly beans will amuse him. 

The fabric is left over from quilts I made for Jack and 
Bill 20+ years ago.  

Linda Campbell
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You all gotta send me items, links and photos 
for the newsletter or there won't be one next 

week!

I Since we cant get out to shop for fabric, Linda Wenzelburger sends these goodies to keep us busy:

Making magazine and they have a newish series on their block for stash/scrap busting. While the articles all refer 
back to their own magazine for patterns, I though it might still be a fun resource to spur imaginations about how 
to move toward zero waste by reusing scraps. And I bet most of our members could draft their own patterns 
anyway!

https://makingzine.com/blogs/news/tagged/scrap-busting

Also a reminder to folks that using the ebook/audiobook/emagazine options from their local library is a thrifty 
way to check out new books on arts, crafts, etc.

I live up in the Oakland/Berkeley area, but I'm pretty sure that Hoopla is available thru the San Jose Public Library 
for ebooks and audio books and they probably use RBdigital for magazine.  They have tons of fashion magazines, 
quilting, beading, and knitting magazines as well.

An audio book I just checked out is The Golden Thread - How Fabric Changed History by Kassia St.Clair (who also 
wrote the amazing The Secret Lives of Color)

This is the blurb:  The bestselling author of The Secret Lives of Color returns with this rollicking narrative of the 
30,000-year history of fabric, briskly told through thirteen charismatic episodes.

From colorful 30,000-year-old threads found on the floor of a Georgian cave to the Indian calicoes that sparked 
the Industrial Revolution, The Golden Thread weaves an illuminating story of human ingenuity. Design journalist 
Kassia St. Clair guides us through the technological advancements and cultural customs that would redefine 
human civilization-from the fabric that allowed mankind to achieve extraordinary things (traverse the oceans 
and shatter athletic records) and survive in unlikely places (outer space and the South Pole). She peoples her 
story with a motley cast of characters, including Xiling, the ancient Chinese empress credited with inventing 
silk, to Richard the Lionhearted and Bing Crosby. Offering insights into the economic and social dimensions of 
clothmaking-and countering the enduring, often demeaning, association of textiles as "merely women's work"-
The Golden Thread offers an alternative guide to our past, present, and future.

Here's a list of fashion documentaries that Tom and Lorenzo published - which is a huge time saver for me trying 
to create one. I own almost all of these and think this is a great list.   Valentino, September Issue and of course 
IRIS are all fabulous. The Bill Cunningham one is charming.

https://tomandlorenzo.com/2020/04/lorenzos-favorite-fashion-documentaries-and-theyre-all-available-to-
stream/

THANK YOU LINDA!
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HELP NEEDEDHELP NEEDED
Sewing 4 Good needs sewers and other help to make isolation gowns.

https://www.sewing4good.org/

Judi, Elizabeth and  I have been sewing gowns, and my helper here shows the current fabric in use  
(Tootsie is laying down on the job, as it were).  Will you help too?  It's a big project!  At the end of 
this weekly letter is the newsletter I did for them.  Go read about it, please.

does anyone have an affordable source for garment labels, stating the size and fabric content 
description?  We are looking for 1000's of industrial labels, not "vanity" labels like we order for 
ourselves.  Please send to  judyseip@gmail.com.  thanks.
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FROM MARCIA MANZO 

years ago, Peter and I bought a ‘farmette’ with a lovely old cape cod house in great need of TLC.  We thought 
that children no longer felt a purpose in the family’s existence unlike when all hands were needed to keep 
the family farm alive.  This is the story of our goat experience.  Thought you might want to read my goat 
story.

The Goat

Our friends with the farm own a goat.  Son’s birthday is approaching.  Time for him to have something to be 
responsible for.  Let’s find him a baby goat to care for.  We went to a farm where twin goats had been born.  
There is a male and a female; male is $15 and the female is $150.  WOW, that’s a huge difference.  WHY?  
Well, the gal can procreate and produce milk,  to make cheese etc., in other words she has a use and can 
make money, a 'cash goat' so to speak!  While the male is a good vegetarian and keeps weeds at bay, he is 
useful for one thing and one thing only.  He could service the herd.  It only takes one guy to make 150 gals 
pregnant and satisfied.  Now, I’ve told this story to tons of people.  To a one, the men hearing this say, “I want 
to be that goat”.  Holy smoke!  Is this all they ever think about?  Sadly, yes, and for the most part, we let them 
govern the world!

So son names goat Robert after our friend that owns the farm mentioned earlier.

Robert’s horns were cauterized in order to halt their growth…. This did not work!  They grew in twisted 
towards each other.  He, poor sole, also had the elastacator treatment on his testicles.  The 'elastacator' is 
a tool similar to wide mouth pliers.  It holds small rubber band similar to that used on tooth braces, was 
snapped around= his gonads.  Ouch!  The children watched avidly for the aforementioned to shrivel up and 
fall off, which of course they did. And brought in to let Love and I see.  Shriveled nuts!

A planned landscaping project of the front and side yards brought a large load of railroad ties coated in 
creosote to the top of the driveway.  They looked like pick-up sticks on a grand scale.  For the life of me, I 
never figured out how they landed in such an odd manner.

What a wonderful jungle gym for the goat.  He got covered in creosote and instead of being white he became 
chocolate.  And stank, well, he pretty much stank all the time.

Robert was kept on a chain with one of those foot long screws that bores into the ground.  When he had 
gnawed that area clean he got moved.  Somehow he managed to break loose one day, well that’s an 
understatement, he got loose many times.  Moving him to another location was a real chore.  He was very 
strong and playful; quite a loving “pet”.  However, if there was any slack in his chain, he loved winding the 
chain around your ankles.  Ouch and down you go.

At this time, I had a pottery studio in the detached garage.  Filled with lots of unfired pots awaiting the kiln.  
Getting loose, he had a grand time in the studio.  Broke every pot and no doubt ate many.  Goats are not 
the sharpest animals around, but boy are they agile.  When I arrived home and parked my VW. I saw him 
standing in the garage doorway.  I went to survey the damage, which was considerable.  I left the studio to 
see him standing on the roof of my car!  Several times after this I saw him literally go from a dead standstill to 
standing on my car roof.  Amazing animals in this regard… but dumb.

continued next page
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I was teaching first grade when we got Robert and took him to school one day, he was about four weeks old.  
He drank milk from a liter soda bottle with a strong nipple atop.  It was really quite cute.  He was a big hit!  I 
must have look really weird driving my VW bug from home to school and back with a goat in the back seat.  
The first graders loved feeding Robert.  We wrote stories about him, used Robert to conjure spelling words 
etc.  So dear Robert became a great teaching aid.

Love works, so I am the interviewer of realtors.  It’s an odd property to list.  Five acres with a cute, but small 
cape cod home abutting a field that contains “The Barn” with my studio. The barn is far too big for the small 
field.  

Century Twenty One brings the entire office out.  A dozen or more mustard yellow jackets arrive in our 
living room. Seriously does anyone look good in the god-awful color? I show them the house and we head 
to the barn.  I explain that Robert is on a chain the radius is easily distinguished by the short grass within 
its confines.  Please don’t go inside his circle… he butts and has crazy horns.  As I approach the barn, I hear 
behind me, what must be the office jerk say, “animals like me, watch”.  As I turn, I see jerk walk into Roberts 
domain.  Robert pretends to not notice, but I know better.  There is hushed silence as jerk approaches.  At 
about 8 feet away, Robert turns and tears towards the fellow.  Robert butts the guys bottom just as he has 
turned to run.  He flies thru the air and the mustard jackets break into peels of laughter and applause.

So you ask, did buying the farm teach responsibility, did the kids feel they were necessary to the household's 
survival?  I doubt it.  But worth every minute! Such great memories!  Fantastic for teaching a good work ethic

THANK YOU MARTY
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Hi Ladies,

I started this jacket on May 9, 2019 - before 
surgery.  It is made from an old kimono I got 
when I ordered a bundle of 6.  It was a struggle 
to try to piece it together so I could use it.  I cut 
the pieces out, along with the underlining and 
lining.  I kept notes so I could remember where 
I was and what I was planning.  I've used this 
pattern about 4 times before and like it.

Attached are photos of the front and back.  I have 
a LOT more work to do on it.  And I have a lot 
more to learn about this darn iPhone camera.

THANK YOU, RUTH LINCOLN
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OUR IMPACT
We already have 147 people signed up to volunteer, filling roles 
as sewists, coordinators, web managers and so much more. If 
each sewer produces five gowns a week, we can make a significant 
impact in protecting the nurses and doctors still going to work 
every day while we shelter-in-place or self-quarantine. 

WHAT'S HAPPENING NOW
Topson Downs, our Southern California garment shop partner, is 
already sewing gowns full-time. Here in Santa Clara we received 
6700 yards of fabric on Thurs Apr 9, and began right away. Photos 
show the action!  We also have a large collective in Cambria, and potentially another 
one forming in the Monterey area. With 125 sewers in those sewing collectives, we 
hope by next week to be producing 800 gowns a week. And this is just in time. Our 
current order count is for 10,000 gowns, and we have a dozen more orders coming.

   Volunteers needed:  
     always more sewers and coordinators! 

     accounting
   ERP software manager

  fundraising
  social media

  hospital liaison
  inventory management

   pick-up day volunteers, including heavy lifting!  
  

 Sewing suppliers still open:
   Walmart's have small areas for basic sewing things

   some Joann's have on line & drive by pickup
    Eddie's Quilting Bee in Sunnyvale
     Fabrics R Us in  Berryessa 
         https://local.yahoo.com/info-21623795-fabrics-r-us-san-Jose; 
     Wawak  https://www.wawak.com 
     The Thread Exchange  https://www.thethreadexchange.com/
     Bob's Superior Threads   https://www.superiorthreads.com/

WHO WE ARE
We are a community creating high performance emergency gown alternatives to protect our healthcare workers 
during the Coronavirus pandemic.

                

The Rollout
We've LAUNCHED!
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THE NEED  
As the number of confirmed cases of the coronavirus continues to climb exponentially, reports have come from 
hospitals around the world concerning the shortages of personal protective equipment necessary for the nurses and 
doctors caring for coronavirus patients. This inadequate supply of gloves, goggles, gowns and medical masks leaves 
first responders exposed and in danger of contracting the virus themselves. 

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), it is estimated that we will need:

• 89 million masks
• 76 million gloves
• 30 million gowns
• 1.6 million goggles

This is the amount needed every single 
month to properly protect just front-line 
health workers working to contain this 
pandemic. 

EFFORTS AROUND THE WORLD
Citizens and textile industries in various 
other places have already been organizing 
to address the growing need. Since the 
leaders of France estimated that the country 
would need 17 million more masks than 
were currently being produced per week, 
haute couture house Chanel and linen brand 
Linvosges have set their seamstresses to 
producing these fabric masks crucial 
to protecting front-line healthcare 
workers. In the UK, a group of 
seamstresses have formed Scrub Hub 
to provide their healthcare system with 
medical scrubs. In the US, a former 
naval shipyard near Manhattan has 
been re-purposed to produce medical 
face shields. 

With the medical gowns that we sew, 
Sewing 4 Good will join these 
international efforts to supply hospitals 
with the needed protective equipment.

As Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of WHO, has said: 
“We can’t stop COVID-19 without protecting healthcare workers first.”  
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