
October 2020 Peninsula Wearable Arts Guild Rag                                                                                                                                                                                             1 

  Vol XXVIII, Issue 4  October 1, 2020

Marcia Manzo & Leilani Bennett
    Co-Presidents

Contents

     Presidents' Thoughts          1-2
     News, Tips  & Wants   2
     Programs/Workshops                3-7
     Your Monday Muse   8
      Devastating Fires Affecting our People               9
      San Jose Quilt Museum Happenings                 10 
      What, Where, When                  11            
      2020 Board Members                  12
  

Presidents’ thoughts . . .

The deadline for submitting anything for the 
October newsletter is here.   In a near-panic 
mode I call Marcia and tell her that I have absolutely NO idea what I can possibly write 
about.  She very calmly responds that I should write about just that.  Well, Big Whooppee!  That’s 
exactly one sentence worth and one sentence does not make a newsletter article.

But then she says she knows exactly what I should write about.   Is PenWAG going to continue or is the 
writing on the wall and we are slowly limping into oblivion?

And she is right.  Based on attendance to our two zoom meetings, our future is in a precarious position.  
We had around 60 attendees at the first meeting.  There was nothing exciting on the agenda and I think 
people tuned in because at least it was an opportunity to get together.  We were rather pleased with 
the turnout as it represented about half of our membership which we figured wasn’t bad since we 
hadn’t been able to meet since the February meeting.

But we expected a much better response to the September meeting because we had an excellent, 
internationally known textile artist as our speaker – John Marshall!  Were we wrong!  We had a smaller 
turnout than the previous meeting.  I personally vacillate between feeling sorry for all the members 
who didn’t attend because they missed an absolutely wonderful presentation, and feeling quite 
irritated and frustrated that more than half of our membership couldn’t be bothered to take the time 
to participate.

The grim reality is that we cannot afford (talking $$ here 
folks) to keep the Guild operational at 50 to 60 participating 
members.   And that is really quite sad.  We count  (we are a 
28 year-old organization!) among our membership so many 
talented, creative, energetic, intellectually engaged women 
and men that I simply can’t imagine we couldn’t find whatever 
it is we need to keep existing.  There are a couple of new ideas 
in this newsletter to keep you engaged.  Please try them out 
and provide feedback.`
     Continued page 2

So, if you care, what can you do to make that happen.  Please don’t hesitate to contact either Marcia 
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or me and give us your suggestions, critiques, in fact anything on your mind regarding PenWAG.   It’s 
easy,  enter moosedance@att.com or leilanibennett@kraemersw.com and type away!  I hope we 
are inundated with emails—I promise we shall read every single one and get back to you.  We want 
to know what you think needs to be done.  And if by chance you are reading this and you’ve written 
PenWAG off, we especially want to hear from you.  Tell us why and what needs to change to get you 
back.  

Missing Show & Tell?

We are, too!  So….. (drum roll)… our December meeting will be a full blown Show and Tell via electronic slides.  
We’re making it as easy as possible to show your fun creations.  Here are instructions.  

EASY INSTRUCTIONS TO SHOW OFF YOUR WORK:
1. Take a photo(s) with your cell phone.  
2. Send the photo(s) to:  showandtell@penwag.org
3. When the complete slide show of photos is shown at our December 12 virtual meeting, your name and 

your creations will be featured.  That’s when it would be wonderful for you to verbally share information 
about your source, inspiration, methods, or anything else you would normally share at an in-person 
Show and Tell.  

Judi Seip will collect the photos, handle any editing, lighting, cropping, etc. and include them in our full slide 
presentation.

If you have questions, you can send them to me at   showandtell@penwag.org and I will respond to you directly.

Judi Seip

News, Tips, & Wants

We are going to borrow an idea from ASG and start a new feature.  I'm thinking to keep it different 
from Show & Tell (see Monday Muse page 8).  Send your contributions and photos to lenore@
penwag,org.  To start us off, here are a couple of interesting blogs from Michelle Paganini:

Michelle ran across two blog posts with interviews with master embroiderer Tessa Perlow. She works on existing 
clothing - Upcycling through embellishment. Great photos. 

https://www.bobbleclubhouse.com/2019/07/behind-stitches-tessa-perlow.html 

https://collectivegen.com/2017/02/embroidery-tessa-perlow/

mailto:moosedance@att.com
mailto:leilanibennett@kraemersw.com
mailto:showandtell@penwag.org
mailto:showandtell@penwag.org
https://www.bobbleclubhouse.com/2019/07/behind-stitches-tessa-perlow.html
https://collectivegen.com/2017/02/embroidery-tessa-perlow/
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This free online class is loaded with upcycling tips, including some practical gifts to make from felted sweaters and 
vintage linens. There are also simple upcycling projects such as how to add a double collar, shorten a dress shirt 
sleeve and add a cuff, and change a traditional dress shirt collar into a mandarin collar. The class is on the Teachable 
platform and requires that you open a free Teachable account to purchase (free!).  https://paganoonoo-upcycle-
sewing.teachable.com/p/sewing-tips-with-michelle-paganini

Ultimate Crossbody Upcycled Denim & Belt Bag Class, Paganoonoo, Online 

Got old jeans? Got a belt? These items that can be refashioned into a super cool and useful crossbody bag - for 
shopping, traveling, transporting projects, computers/tablets, or heading out for any type of adventure. Crossbody 
means you are moving about hands free with the bag’s weight comfortably distributed across your body.

Transform a pair of denim pants/shorts into an indispensable crossbody bag with Instructor Michelle Paganini.  With 
40 minutes of detailed online instruction, this workshop style course will have you making bags in no time.  You will 
learn:

•	 How to select materials
•	 Tips for working with jeans, including one invaluable tool 
•	 Two key construction techniques applicable to any project made from denim garments
•	 Several ways to add belts as a bag strap & the key to positioning the belt
•	 An excellent method for lengthening the inside front pockets, keep things safe!
•	 When in the construction process to add embellishments
•	  and more…

Customers say:
“...Very thorough and clearly demonstrated ...good value for the investment.”
-Judy Jackson, Craftsy Instructor
  “Big, slouchy bags with loads of personality, and plenty of room for all your cool stuff. Great for flea market 
shopping, day tripping, and exploration.” 
- Gayle Carden Hurdet                                                                         
                                                                                                                          
            Continued next page    

https://paganoonoo-upcycle-sewing.teachable.com/p/sewing-tips-with-michelle-paganini
https://paganoonoo-upcycle-sewing.teachable.com/p/sewing-tips-with-michelle-paganini
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  “Love the bag and the instructions are thorough and easy to follow.”
- Lorri Scott, author of Wayward Threads

“...the tutorial is very thorough; I feel like I could go out and make one of these bags right now. I really like the way you 
talk through the various options and emphasize the fact that the techniques you are showing can be used or not.”
- Laura Fairchild

$45 retail, limited offer discount for members - $35 with coupon code: penwag35 
Note: limited to the first 20 purchases, through Sunday 10/4

https://paganoonoo-upcycle-sewing.teachable.com/purchase?product_id=2439119

  
body-tote-bag  https://paganoonoo-upcycle-sewing.teachable.com/p/upcycling-jeans-into-a-unisex-cross-

This one is free - the upcycled tips. Registration link is https://paganoonoo-upcycle-sewing.teachable.com/p/sewing-tips-
with-michelle-paganini

The other is $45 ultimate cross-body  upcycled demin & belt Bag class
Registration link is  https://paganoonoo-upcycle-sewing.teachable.com/p/upcycling-jeans-into-a-unisex-cross-body-tote-
bag

https://paganoonoo-upcycle-sewing.teachable.com/purchase?product_id=2439119
https://paganoonoo-upcycle-sewing.teachable.com/p/upcycling-jeans-into-a-unisex-cross-body-tote-bag
 https://paganoonoo-upcycle-sewing.teachable.com/p/sewing-tips-with-michelle-paganini 
 https://paganoonoo-upcycle-sewing.teachable.com/p/sewing-tips-with-michelle-paganini 
https://paganoonoo-upcycle-sewing.teachable.com/p/upcycling-jeans-into-a-unisex-cross-body-tote-bag 
https://paganoonoo-upcycle-sewing.teachable.com/p/upcycling-jeans-into-a-unisex-cross-body-tote-bag 
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Our December Meeting will be a giant Show and Tell extravaganza!  As with all other meetings, 
it will begin at 11 AM.  You will get an invitation to attend a couple days prior to December 12, 
so keep your eyes tuned for an email blast with details.  More info below!
I know many of you have been busy making masks and other PPE to aid in this Covid crisis.    
Others, like myself have UFO’s haunting us.  I plan to get at least one of mine done for this show 
and tell.  Consider this fair warning that you too may need to get busy as Show and Tell is every-
body’s favorite thing about PenWAG meetings.

Happy sewing,

marty

Program Chair                                        Michelle Paganini
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Your Monday Muse

Greetings, fellow PenWAG members!  Claire is proposing an additional member benefit during these COVID-
affected times, namely an additional virtual gathering each month specifically for the purpose of sharing and 
inspiring one another’s creativity.  Some of you have confessed to having lost your mojo or muse... Perhaps a 
monthly shot of some of the fun energy we had at the former in-person meetings during “Show and Tell” could 
be just what we need!  Some of us are still slogging away during the day M-F, but we still remember some of 
you complaining that not everyone could attend Saturday or Sunday meetings and workshops....so how about 
a Monday night, but not too late?

I am proposing the 3rd Monday night of each month from 7:00 to 8:30. We would use the newly purchased 
PenWAG Zoom capability with the new features of break-out groups to enhance the initial gathering / Show 
and Tell.  We will send the meeting information to all current members for optional attendance. We will have 
a facilitator /emcee for the main meet-up and Show and Tell.  There will be admin help to support the break-
out groups, which will form ad hoc each month depending upon the interests of the group that night and the 
offerings.  Perhaps there will be a live demo in one break-out group for a particular technique.  There could 
be a workroom tour in another for someone who has a mobile camera to show others via video.  Perhaps 
someone may have a slide show from a past fiber-related excursion.  

Does this sound like fun?  We hope so!  Based upon participation, other time slots may be pursued, but we 
would need volunteers to lead/administer them.  Let us get the first one going and the kinks worked out before 
we suggest additional groups  

We would like to kick this off Monday, October 19th from 7-8:30 PM.  Please look for the invite in your 
email soon.

Claire De Lucchi
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Devastating Fires Affecting Our People

In the tragedy of the massive recent and ongoing fires, over 4000 homes have been lost.  Three people with ties to 
PenWAG lost their home and everything they had made, collected, and cherished for years.  

Aggie DeLucchi, a past member and sister of Claire DeLucchi, lost her home and all its contents in the CZU fire that 
went through Boulder Creek, destroying 1000 homes.  Aggie’s loss includes family antique treasures of past generations 
as well as her own extensive personal collection of antique costumes and accessories collected over a lifelong career 
teaching costuming at California colleges and creating costumes for local productions.  Her store in Boulder Creek 
is intact, but she will be selling her inventory and moving north with her husband to retire near her daughters and 
grandchildren.  Aggie’s store, Agz Ragz,  is at 15150 Hwy 9, Boulder Creek, and will return to regular store hours in 
October.  She will be discounting much of her vintage used clothing inventory to make room to reconfigure the back of 
her building into an apartment she and her husband can occupy until they retire next year.  She also plans to donate 
clothing to residents in need.  Aggie has a wonderful inventory of costumes for children and adults, and a full line of 
Mcmanis puppets.  (agzragz.com or on Facebook)

Diane Ericson, a past presenter at PenWAG and designer who hosts multi-day residential workshops of “Design 
Outside the Lines (DOL)”, lost her home, warehouse, and studio contents in the Ashland fire, where 2500 homes were 
lost.  Many of us know Diane for her wonderfully encouraging and optimistic nature and the creative design skills that 
she teaches so well, plus the patterns, stencils, and other materials she developed and has made available.  Diane has a 
wide community of workshop takers and designers, many of whom have also been PenWAG presenters.  A GoFundMe 
donation site has been set up at  https://gf.me/u/yxm4mm    

Nancie is a good, good friend of Jackie Snell, and her  house burned down in Ben Lomond, which was nearly 
surrounded by the Santa Cruz mountains lightening fires (CZU).  She saved her cats and most of the quilts she made, 
but nothing else.  Luckier than most, as they also had a Mountain View apartment, she still lost nearly everything of 
sentimental value she had.  Nancie said all the condolences and good wishes from many friends helped.

Our hearts go out to those with losses.  It is simply unimaginable.  Know that our concern and caring is strong in 
PenWAG.  Judi Seip

If anyone has similar information to publish, send it to lenore@penwag.org.   thanks.   

https://gf.me/u/yxm4mm
mailto:lenore@penwag.org
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Happenings at the Museum     Marie Strait 

The San Jose Museum Quilts & Textiles is currently closed.  Check the website for 
reopening schedule.  The Museum is located at 520 S. First Street, San Jose.  

Looking for inspiration or just some fun?  Visit SJMQ&T on your computer. 
 https://www.sjquiltmuseum.org/museumfromhome

The visit from home section features:
Coloring pages - color some of the quilts in the Museum collection 
Artist Spotlights – weekly textile artist interviews and views of their work 
Links to Textiles Talks – a weekly series that have been very informative, inspiring and fun. 
Maker Space with craft projects and ideas 

Shopping at the Museum   SJMQT Embroidered Magnet  $7.00.  Our embroidered patch magnet 
is a favorite for lovers of fiber art! This brightly colored magnet is perfect for hanging your important 
reminders to yourself (including a reminder to visit our museum!) on any metal surface.   https://www.
sjquiltmuseum.org/shop/logo-quilt-patch-magnet 

https://www.sjquiltmuseum.org/museumfromhome
https://www.sjquiltmuseum.org/shop/logo-quilt-patch-magnet
https://www.sjquiltmuseum.org/shop/logo-quilt-patch-magnet
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Meeting Time
PenWAG meets on the second Saturday morning of ev-
ery month: see Zoom instructions.sent to all members.

Facebook Page
 If you like PenWAG, you can now “like” our Facebook 
page. Come see the pictures from the Show & Tell, and 
news about upcoming events.  Click on the link below to 
get there. http://www.facebook.com/penwag (you can 
look at this even if you don’t have a Facebook account). 
Lynnette Viste and Andy Trembley are “admins” for the 
page. Let us know what you’d like to see!  The PenWAG 
Board will help decide what is posted. Stay tuned as we 
continue to explore the world of social networking! 

Join The PenWAG Yahoo group
There is a button to take you to instructions on how to 
join the PenWAG Yahoo Group in the Members Only 
section of the PenWAG website. 

Google Docs
We also have Google apps for nonprofits (for free) to 
store our documents in the cloud, e.g. newsletters and 
minutes.  You can synchronize the PenWAG Google cal-
endar with your calendar. 

PenWAG website
www.penwag.org        

Amazon % to PenWAG   If you shop via Amazon, 
please remember to go to our web site (www.

penwag.org) and CLICK on the Amazon link that ap-
pears in a box at the bottom of the last column on the 
right – scroll down the page.  Click on the box, which 
includes the words  
 “SHOP.  CONNECT.  ENJOY.  amazon,” 
which takes you to the Amazon home page, where 
you log in to your account as usual to shop.   PenWAG 
will receive a percentage of your purchases.  Please 
encourage your family and friends to use this link too.  

http://www.facebook.com/penwag 
http://www.penwag.org
http://www.penwag.org
http://www.penwag.org

