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P residents’ Thoughts. . . . 

It’s another very beautiful day in the neighborhood – sunny and warm 

enough to have the slider to the deck open.  I don’t know why but it 

gives me a frisson of pleasure to see the white scrim curtains softly billowing in the slight breeze.  

Simple mind, simple pleasures?  Very likely true, but I’m grateful I’m around to experience such sim-

ple pleasures. 

On my mean and crabby days, I’m tired of what life’s been like these past 14 months but on the days I 

act like a grownup, I’m so grateful that neither I nor anyone I know is among the more than half a 

million Americans who have not survived this miserable virus.  For anyone reading this who has lost 

someone, I am so sorry for your loss.   

Anyone who knows me even slightly has doubtlessly heard me complain often enough that I hate 

computers—computers and sergers.  I will never embrace either but I have to admit my life would 

have been woefully sadder without my computer these past months.  I’ve taken classes through a 

guild in Chicago and a fiber artist in Texas and one in Australia.  I’ve been entertained, enthralled and 

inspired by lectures and webinars put on by museums and art organizations throughout the Country; 

and I have managed to “see” so many people I care about and love through the magic of Zoom.   

So very many things for which to be grateful—I do hope you feel the 

same way!  Until next month, stay well and create—in the garden, in 

the kitchen, in the workroom or studio, just create!  It doesn’t have to 

be a masterpiece, or even 

your best work – you’ll feel 

better because you did! 

Leilani 
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Making 
 a Meaningful Life  Aging with a creative taproot and harvesting the gifts that         continue un-

folding in front of us, IS life offering itself to us. How to be ready? Re-tooling our creativity can open 
the way: Join me to share ideas, strategies and inspiration for the the journey.  

 

Title: Making a Life by Hand     
Description: Living my life rooted in creativity has never been more tested than in my recent past. 
Making meaning has always been what I require no matter what is in my hands. Making to under-
stand the world. Making to grow my experience and skills and find balance is what my  life is always 
about. The deeper I reach, the richer my life is. Having a diverse toolbox of making skills allows me to 
create choices that speak to what I need and want to share in the moment: Sometimes a more struc-
tured material like wood…sometimes textile…each calling me home in a unique voice. The gift of cre-
ativity is a bridge I am passionate to make in teaching and sharing with others. I look forward to shar-
ing my process and work with you.  Everything coming and going…life is always in motion…feeling 
change in me now reminds me there is always magic unfolding in what is next. I am awake, happy 
….and always grateful. Diane 

The Ultimate List of Independent Online Fabric Stores!! | Closet Core Patterns  

https://www.closetcorepatterns.com/the-ultimate-list-of-online-fabric-stores/
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Artist bio 

Caroline Nixon is a textile artist. She works with natural dyes and botanical contact printing 

(ecoprinting) to produce wearable art, wall art and home textiles. Working from her garden studio  in 

Long Compton, England, she captures the beauty of nature using the pigments and imprints of the 

leaves themselves – no synthetic ink, dyes or silk screens are involved. Hand and free machine stitch 

are used for embellishment, producing complex patterned cloth. The naturally occurring colours are 

soft and harmonious, and the process is non-polluting and respectful of the environment.  

The plants and dyes come from sustainable sources - many are grown in her own garden. The small-

est change in plant species, climatic conditions or water source can produce marked variations in the 

prints, meaning every item is unique. The textiles used are natural fibres, organically produced and 

ethically sourced wherever possible. Vintage textiles are also upcycled, giving them a new lease of 

life. Much of the linen and lace is sourced from French brocantes and local charity shops. The cooking 

pots used for processing are also recycled - copper preserving pans, cast iron laundry pots, alumini-

um cooking pots. All these techniques are the antithesis of today’s ‘throwaway’ society 

Link to a recent interview with Caroline: 

https://www.textileartist.org/caroline-nixon-stitching-into-botanical-magic 

Website 

http://www.handmadetextilesbycaroline.co.uk  
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Caroline Nixon:  social media 

https://www.facebook.com/caroline.nixon.547/ 

https://www.instagram.com/handmadecaroline/ 

Feedback from my most recent online course 

Thank you so very much Caroline  Your course has filled in a lot of gaps and inspired me to continue 

learning about the plethora of plants around me. Your teachings filled my head with ideas and my 

heart with joy for the art of botanical printing!   Monika Bingen-Hara   

Thank you seems insufficient. Your ability to inspire, to teach and to encourage is wonderful. This 

course is undoubtedly the best thing I could have done to re-boot my little grey cells and re-set my 

skills.    Susan  

Thanks also to the engaging comments & discussions from & between the other participants. It’s been 

a fantastic learning opportunity. I love the feeling of being connected to so many beautiful people. 

This excellent class offers so much to both the beginning and more experienced student.Kiran 

Thank you Caroline for a very informative and educational course. Must for every beginner !! Last two 

years I have self taught about eco printing from reading and observing others. You have provided true 

‘foundation’ where things make sense now ! The purpose behind doing certain techniques ! Amazing 

way how to roll scarf to get less wrinkles to achieve spectacular outcomes !! Never knew or seen or 

heard before !!! So thanks again from bottom of my heart for your support, patience and under-

standing towards your pupils  Sharon 

I've been following the class and wanted to tell you that it's by far the best class I've seen. I love how 

you're interacting with everyone, helping each person learn from their results.  Jacqui  

Thank you Caroline I learned a lot about iron and how to get good prints.I have enjoyed the tips and 

tricks and hope to be able to do another course about colour and mordants with you soon. Thanks for 

being such a generous teacher  Evelyn 

Thank you SO much. You really are a wonderful teacher. So patient, so thorough, so kind. Wonderful 

'food' for thought! 
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Monday Muse and the 5 Challenges of 2021          Claire de Lucchi 

NEXT MONDAY MUSE MAY 17 

 

Along with the fickleness of our individual muse(s) during the last year, we have all struggled with 

creating and even with having the energy to care to create!  Many are playing with different me-

dia or not working on wearables at all!   With working from home and worry about our loved ones 

near and far and the cooped up nature of sheltering in place, the lines are fuzzy between working 

and living and playing.. Are we working to live or living to work and is plerking (i.e., to play/work 

in our creative spaces à la Rosemary Eichorn )  even in our vocabulary?  Dare we play? 

 

So, we give you 5 Challenge options for 2021, due for July Show & Tell or the December year end 

presentation.  Judi Seip has again volunteered to collate the narrated PowerPoint presentation, 

but you will supply the narration.   You can send your photos to judi@penwag.org 

 

We call this year's 5 challenge options "Alphabet Soup": 

· A is for Artist inspiration - did one of our recent artists provide a spark which got you 

fired up?  Laura Murray, Dorothy Yuki, Suzi Click, April Sproule or any of the upcoming 

2021 roster . . . 

· B is for Bought it during the pandemic and now finally transformed it into something fun 

to share... 

· C is for a Class project or technique you learned at PenWAG or online and you made 

something of it!   

· D is for a Deferred challenge from any of the last few years which you finally unearthed 

and finished. 

· F is for Finishing a UFO of any type, provenance or vintage! 

Although A, B, C, D and F look like letter grades, it is merely a coincidence!  If you share any chal-

lenge result with the rest of us, you definitely have earned a spot  on the PenWAG stage for a few 
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March General Meeting                      Claire De Lucchi 

March 13 General Meeting Notes: 

 

-Leilani Bennet, Co-President welcomed members and guests.  She reminded members to send photos to Le-
nore@PenWAG.org for the newsletter.  

-Marcia Manzo, Co-President, shared Board meeting highlights, including the initiation of the annual scholarship cycle 
for DeAnza and Canada College fashion students, being coordinated by Lenore Kelly.  She also reminded members and 
guests about the availability of  Angel Funds to assist renewing or joining members who need some financial assis-
tance during these challenging times. 

-Claire De Lucchi reminded members of the Monday Muse (MM) on the 3rd Monday night from 7-8:30pm via 
Zoom.  Featured artists are given free membership, so Dorothy Yuki, among others was planning to attend when avail-
able and loves to see the button necklaces members have continued to complete.  The link is now in the members' 
pulldown menu on the website.  Check out the separate article on the five 2021 Challenge options.  Roughly 25 mem-
bers have been attending the MM each month and all attendees can openly share and speak.  A reminder is emailed to 
members beforehand via MailChimp. 

-Michelle Paganini described the upcoming programs and introduced the featured artist, Suzi Click, whereupon the 
meeting concluded and the Zoom Webinar recording was started.   

-Attendance was roughly 70 members and guests. 

Suzi Click's presentation ended at 12:25PM. 

April and May General Meeting minutes  

will appear in this spot in JUNE! 

mailto:Lenore@PenWAG.org
mailto:Lenore@PenWAG.org
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Our guild is having great success with our monthly Zoom Meetings and Monday Muse events.  Because we are on 

Zoom we can reach a wider geographical audience.  Recently we have members join from places as far away as Seattle, 

WA; location is no problem.  Currently PenWAG has 105 members.   We encourage you to reach out to any past mem-

bers and interested friends to tell them we are still as vibrant as ever.  They can experience a meeting as a Guest on 

Zoom for $5 and then that would be applied towards a membership fee if they want to join.  Please tell them to visit 

our website to see the lineup of coming events and register as a Guest or Member.  

For questions email annevogel@penwag.org  Anne 

 

Create DIY Online » Mancuso Show Management 

For sale: Women's Size 18 hanging collapsible shoulder 

dress form with legs. 

Rolling cast iron stand and chrome pole / hook. Remova-

ble arm included. Perfect condition. $450 or best offer. 

Email clairede@pacbell.net for more info.  

https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/create-diy/
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 CALLING ALL MEMBERS:   do you have a website or other social 

media to be listed here?  Send it to Lenore@penwag.org and I’ll start a 
running list! 

April Sproule  Sproule Studios  

Caroline Nixon  http://www.handmadetextilesbycaroline.co.uk  

Diane Erikson  Diane Ericson Design  

Dorothy Yuki  www.dotsrainbow.com  

https://sproulestudios.com/
https://dianeericson.com/
http://www.dotsrainbow.com
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Cañada College 

Fashion Design & 

Merchandising  
Summer and Fall 2021 

$46 per unit for all California residents 

 

                                         ALL CLASSES WILL BE ONLINE via ZOOM 
 

SUMMER CLASSES 

 

FALL DAY CLASSES 

CRN# Course No Description Day(s) Time Begin Date Units 

97235 FASH  114 ZAH Introduction  to Italian Fashion        T 9:45-12:25 8/24 3.0 

 FASH 114 ZAH Hrs by arrangement (Asynchronously)            3 hrs/week 8/24  

89441 FASH  118 YAH  Flat Pattern        W    9:45-12:35 8/18 3.0 

93033 FASH 132 YAH Trouser Construction        M   9:45-1:00      11/8 -12/6 1.0 

94874 FASH 146 YAH Designer Techniques       Th   9:45-12:25           8/19 3.0 

93034 FASH 150 YAH History of Fashion        W 1:10-4:00 8/18 3.0 

90864 FASH 171 YAH Pants Drafting M   9:45-1:00     8/23-11/1 2.0 

88125 FASH 172 YAH Bustier M    1:10-4:00      8/23-10/4 1.0 

 

EVENING CLASSES 

CRN# Course No Description Day(s) Time Begin Date Units 

84099 FASH 110 YLH Beginning Clothing Construction T 6:30-9:30 8/24 3.0 

84100 FASH 111 YAH Techniques of Fit M 6:30-9:30 8/23 3.0 

93035 FASH 113 YAH Textiles Th 6:30-9:30 8/19 3.0 

92706 FASH 116 YAH Tailoring W 6:30-9:30 8/18 3.0 

92707 FASH 122 YAH Advanced Tailoring W 6:30-9:30 8/18 3.0 

90861 FASH 197 YAH Pattern Design for Historic Costume T 6:30-9:30 8/24 3.0 

91513 FASH 672 LA Co-op Education:  Internship W 5:10-6:00 8/14 1.0-3.0 

 

CRN# Course No Description Day(s) Time Begin Date Units 

53228 FASH 133 YAH Copying Ready to Wear T 10:10-1:15 6/15-7/13 1.0 

53230 FASH 196 YAH Intro to Theater Costuming Th  10:00-2:00 6/17 – 7/8 1.0 

Register Early! 

    Summer Classes Begin 6/14/21 

All Classes will be Online via 

Zoom       
    Call us at 650 306-3370 
 

Find Us Online 

canadacollege.edu/fashion 

facebook.com/canadacollegefashion 

Instagram: @canadafashiondept 

Register Early! 

Fall Classes Begin 8/18/21 

All Classes will be Online 

via Zoom       
    Call us at 650 306-3370 
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Introduction to Italian Fashion – new class at Cañada College   
 
After years of taking groups to Italy to study Italian Fashion, Ronda Chaney will be teaching this 
subject virtually in the fall.  On Tuesday morning from the comfort of your home, you can learn 
what makes the clothing from Italy different and why, who are the Italian designers and what is 
their inspiration.   Why does Italy have some of the world’s best textiles?  
 
Hear from guest speakers and take virtual trips to fashion museums.  You will learn about 
artisans that have taught their skills to the generations in their family.  This is an opportunity to 
expand your knowledge about an exciting country, its history, culture, and fashions from the 
past to current day.  
 
97235   FASH 115 ZAH    Introduction to Italian Fashion,       Begins 8/24/2021   
Tuesday 9:45 am – 12:25 pm        Questions: chaney@smccd.edu 
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http://www.sjquiltmuseum.org 

Made in 1977. Celebrating over 40 years of fiber arts. 

--The San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles is proud to present 

three new exhibitions for Summer 2021. We hope to safely reo-

pen our doors soon. Please check our website: http://

www.sjquiltmuseum.org for up to date opening information and 

safety protocols.  

Kira Dominguez Hultgren I Was India: Embroidering       

Exoticism     

July - September 2020 

Bay Area-based artist Kira Dominguez Hult-

gren's solo exhibition I Was India: Embroi-

dering Exoticism, features stunning woven 

sculptures and fiber installations inspired by 

the artist's multicultural family stories and 

materials. 

 

 

 

Ryan Carrington: 

Contradictions 

San Jose-based artist Ryan     

Carrington uses symbols of 

Americana and utilitarian materi-

als to connect issues of labor, 

class, work ethic and economics 

with his own personal and family 

history. 
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Meeting Time 

PenWAG meets on the second Saturday of every month.  Members will get an invitation to register for 

our Zoom meeting.  See the newsletter at www.penwag.org for program information (there’s a public 

copy available also). 

 

Monday Muse 

We are going to try an inspirational meeting for the third Monday of the month, 7:00—8:30 p.m.  See 

the newsletter article for details  

 

Facebook Page 

If you like PenWAG, you can now “like” our Facebook page. Come see the pictures from the Show & 

Tell, and news about upcoming events.  Click on the link to get there:  http://www.facebook.com/

penwag (you can look at this even if you don’t have a Facebook account).  Lynnette Viste and Andy 

Trembley are “admins” for the page. Let us know what you’d like to see!  The PenWAG Board will help 

decide what is posted. Stay tuned as we continue to explore the world of social networking!  

 

Google Docs 

We also have Google apps for nonprofits (for free) to store our documents in the cloud, e.g. news-

letters and minutes.  You can synchronize the PenWAG Google calendar with your calendar.  

 

PenWAG website 

www.penwag.org         

http://www.facebook.com/penwag
http://www.facebook.com/penwag

