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P residents’ Thoughts. . . . 

Leilani Bennett & Marcia Manzo 

Co-Presidents 

Something occurred earlier this month and I got a tad irritated with a 

fellow member.  But along with feeling a little pissy about the situa-

tion, I also realized how much I like and respect this person and not-

withstanding my little frisson of irritation, that wasn’t going to 

change.Then I got to thinking that is one of the nicest aspects of Pen-

WAG.  We work together and interact but we do have our differ-

ences.  Differences in how we think, act and react, differences in our 

lifestyles and circumstances, skillsets and abilities.  And, truth be 

told, at times our differences lead to varying degrees of irritation. 

But, we always make it work!  I think that’s because we pretty much 

all respect one another.  We certainly all inspire each other in so 

many ways.   

If there is one lesson to be learned from this whole pandemic experi-

ence, it’s that we simply can’t take 

for granted the many things that 

make the life we lead worthwhile and fulfilling.  For my part, if I can remember 

that my perspective isn’t the same as the other person’s, maybe I won’t waste 

any emotional energy being irritated.  I hope to not lose sight of how so many 

people in our Guild have given and continue to give of themselves to make Pen-

WAG the vibrant community it is.  Summer is truly upon us – I hope yours is love-

ly and filled with much for which to be grateful!        
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New Members 
Janet Becker    Lincoln, CA 
Catherine Kelly Tijeras,  NM  <- 
  Claire De Lucchi’s sister 
Carolyn Soto    Berkeley, CA 
Phyllis Mulligan   Cotati, CA 
Paul Gallo   San Francisco, CA 
Susan Mezger    San Francisco, CA 
Jane Wolfe   Vancouver, WA 
Linda Lacampagne   Millbrae, CA 
Ruby Dosen   Saratoga, CA 
Caroline Nixon  England 
Christine Halverson  San Jose, CA  
Jackie Cruz  CARDIFF BY THE SEA, CA 
Emily Hebb  San Mateo, CA 
Joyce Kinoshita  Walnut Creek, CA 
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Show Off What You Have Been Creating! 

We want to see!  Our July meeting will be a full blown Show and Tell via electronic slides on Zoom.  

We’re aking it as easy as possible to show your fun creations.  Here are instructions.   

EASY INSTRUCTIONS TO SHOW OFF YOUR WORK: 

1. Take a photo(s) with your cell phone.   
2. Send the photo(s) to:  showandtell@penwag.org 
3. When the complete slide show of photos is shown at our July 10 virtual meeting, your name and 

your creations will be featured.  That’s when it would be wonderful for you to verbally share in-
formation about your source, inspiration, methods, or anything else you would normally share at 
an in-person Show and Tell.   

Judi Seip will collect the photos, handle any editing, lighting, cropping, etc. and include them in our full 

slide presentation.  If you have questions, you can send them to me at   showandtell@penwag.org and I 

will respond to you directly..  Judi Seip 

 

Program Title: Member Show and Tell 

Description:  This is your opportunity to 

share your creations and inspire others.  

Share what you’ve done in workshops, 

on your own, etc. by sending your clearly 

lit photos to Judy Seip at show-

andtell@penwag.org  We are excited to 

see your work! 

P.S. Share even if you shared at Monday 

Muse, not everyone attends. 
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Charlotte Kruk, August 2021 

Program Title: Behind the Scenes Tour with Charlotte Kruk 

Description:  Charlotte Kruk is known for her sculptural garments and accessories made from can-

dy and food wrappers.  How does she magically transform these unusual materials into works of 

art?  Join us for a peek at the magic behind the curtain. 

 

 

Description for Single Dress Photo: 

Genuinely purchased, meticulously unwrapped, consumed, and conscientiously collated, each 

wrapper is carefully stitched side by side to create new textiles, which beg to be evaluated…

scrutinized. These wearable sculptures are designed to “slyly wink” at a culture that often com-

pares women, particularly well-dressed women, to decorations, consumables, “eye candy”. Initi-

ating dialogue on packaging, brand association, and power structure, these sculptures also direct 

a commentary on the gluttony and wastefulness of a disposable, packaged society. 

 

(No workshop) 
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SpoonFlower, Instructor   Becka Rahn, September 2021      

Program Title:  A Spoonful of 

Spoonflower 

Description: Designing fabric is more than just putting 

pencil to paper or generating pixels in Photoshop; it’s 

about connecting and sharing stories and ideas. Get a 

tour of what it’s like to design fabrics and print them us-

ing Spoonflower, a web-based service for printing your 

own fabric designs. Get the scoop on the technical details 

of uploading and proofing your files, see samples of 

different fabrics and walk through the process from start to finish. We’ll also talk cost-

saving tips for getting the most out of your yard of fabric, ways to proof designs and 

more. 

https://www.spoonflower.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Workshop Title:  Designing Kaleidoscope Geometrics 

Description:  Get a taste of what it is like to digitally design and print your own fabric 

with Spoonflower. This session focuses on abstract designs, so you don’t need to feel 

limited by your drawing skills. We’ll start with simple hands-on art, transform it into pix-

els, and create two seamlessly repeating geometric patterns all in one session. No spe-

cial software or computer skills are required; you can create amazing patterns using just 

your web browser and some simple design tools.   

                                  Continued next page 
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No fabric design experience necessary, but you should be comfortable with basic computer skills like 

opening and saving a file, copy/paste. You do not need Photoshop or any special software or equip-

ment. 

Supply list: We will do a couple of small hands-on activities in this class. Please have a small handful 

of colored papers, a pair of scissors, and a gluestick or double sided tape. You can use ANY kind of 

paper in any colors. Recycled is the best: magazine pages, wrapping paper, birthday card envelopes, 

junk mail, scrapbooking paper, construction paper, paint chips, handpainted. It can have patterns, 

textures or words on it.  

Becka Rahn is a full-time teaching artist and fabric designer who 

works in a micro-studio in Minneapolis. Becka works primarily in fabric and paper, specializing in 

textured designs from cut paper illustrations using recycled papers. She creates surface designs for 

fabric that she uses to make art pieces for gallery exhibitions, functional items to sell in her Etsy 

shops, and fabrics that you can buy to make your own projects. She is the co-author of The Spoon-

flower Handbook, a guide to designing your own fabrics. She has received awards for her work from 

Jerome and McKnight Foundations, MN State Arts Board, and Fiber Art Now magazine. She is an ac-

tive teaching artist in her community and online. She is passionate about helping artists conquer 

technology barriers to make their work more accessible. You can see more of her work at 

www.beckarahn.com 
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Gift Making, Member Taught Roundtable, October 2021 

Program Title: Making small sewn gifts 

Description:  Members will teach how to make various small gifts perfect for charity giving 

or family and friends.  Marsha Manzo will teach how to make soft stuffed cats from sweat-

ers, Michelle Paganini will show various gifts made from vintage linens, and more 

 

Harriet Riddell, November 2021 

Program Title: Interacting with the world with a Sewing Machine,  

Descripion: Textile Performance Artist Harriet Riddell specializes in observational drawings 

with a sewing machine. Harriet wheels her machine around the world, illustrating life in 

different places and the people she meets.  Harriet will 

do a live stitched portrait of a PenWAG member 

during her program. 
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DECEMBER TITLE: Member Show and Tell 

Description:  This is your opportunity to share your creations and 

inspire others  Share what you’ve done in workshops, on your 

own, etc. by sending your clearly lit photos ! 

Maralyn Smith Says:  I found out that Diane Erickson’s home burned in the Oregon fire and therefore 
her stash and all of her wonderful garments were lost.  I know some of you were on top of it and donat-
ed to her go fund me account, then there is the rest of us that were out of the loop.  I  am one of the 
latter and want to  add to her stash and thought a few of the members might like to join me in the do-
nations to her.  I am thinking of wonderful not big things as I will be mailing them .  
The collection  of all your goodies for  Diane can be brought to Merrill Gardens at 2115  S WINCHESTER 
BLVD. in Campbell . That is where Maralyn is living now since her home was demolished in 
April.  There’s a Valet Parking attendant in front of the building from 10 to 3 every day you can leave 
your package with him.  Be sure to put your name and contact INSIDE the package and MARALYN on the 
outside. Another way to drop it off is to Call Maralyn at 408-477-5956 and make another way to have 
your donation dropped off or picked up. Remember we are looking for memorable goodies for Diane 
not quantity. Diane is looking forward to all of your inspiration.  
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Monday Muse and the 5 Challenges of 2021          Claire De Lucchi 

NEXT MONDAY MUSE JULY 19 

 

We give you 5 Challenge options for 2021, due for July Show & Tell or the December year end 

presentation.  Judi Seip has again volunteered to collate the narrated PowerPoint presentation, 

but you will supply the narration.   You can send your photos to judi@penwag.org 

 

We call this year's 5 challenge options "Alphabet Soup": 

· A is for Artist inspiration - did one of our recent artists provide a spark which got you 

fired up?  Laura Murray, Dorothy Yuki, Suzi Click, April Sproule or any of the upcoming 

2021 roster . . . 

· B is for Bought it during the pandemic and now finally transformed it into something fun 

to share... 

· C is for a Class project or technique you learned at PenWAG or online and you made 

something of it!   

· D is for a Deferred challenge from any of the last few years which you finally unearthed 

and finished. 

· F is for Finishing a UFO of any type, provenance or vintage! 

Although A, B, C, D and F look like letter grades, it is merely a coincidence!  If you share any chal-

lenge result with the rest of us, you definitely have earned a spot  on the PenWAG stage for a few 

moments of celebration and some oohs and ahs! 
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Introduction to Italian Fashion – new class at Cañada College   
 
After years of taking groups to Italy to study Italian Fashion, Ronda Chaney will be teaching this 
subject virtually in the fall.  On Tuesday morning from the comfort of your home, you can learn 
what makes the clothing from Italy different and why, who are the Italian designers and what is 
their inspiration.   Why does Italy have some of the world’s best textiles?  
 
Hear from guest speakers and take virtual trips to fashion museums.  You will learn about 
artisans that have taught their skills to the generations in their family.  This is an opportunity to 
expand your knowledge about an exciting country, its history, culture, and fashions from the 
past to current day.  
 
97235   FASH 115 ZAH    Introduction to Italian Fashion,       Begins 8/24/2021   
Tuesday 9:45 am – 12:25 pm        Questions: chaney@smccd.edu 
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Meeting Time 

PenWAG meets on the second Saturday of every month.  Members will get an invitation to register for 

our Zoom meeting.  See the newsletter at www.penwag.org for program information (there’s a public 

copy available also). 

 

Monday Muse 

We are going to try an inspirational meeting for the third Monday of the month, 7:00—8:30 p.m.  See 

the newsletter article for details  

 

Facebook Page 

If you like PenWAG, you can now “like” our Facebook page. Come see the pictures from the Show & 

Tell, and news about upcoming events.  Click on the link to get there:  http://www.facebook.com/

penwag (you can look at this even if you don’t have a Facebook account).  Lynnette Viste and Andy 

Trembley are “admins” for the page. Let us know what you’d like to see!  The PenWAG Board will help 

decide what is posted. Stay tuned as we continue to explore the world of social networking!  

 

Google Docs 

We also have Google apps for nonprofits (for free) to store our documents in the cloud, e.g. news-

letters and minutes.  You can synchronize the PenWAG Google calendar with your calendar.  

 

PenWAG website 

www.penwag.org         

 CALLING ALL MEMBERS:   do you have a website or other 

social media to be listed here?  Send it to Lenore@penwag.org  

April Sproule  Sproule Studios  

Caroline Nixon  http://www.handmadetextilesbycaroline.co.uk  

Diane Ericson  Diane Ericson Design  

Dorothy Yuki  www.dotsrainbow.com  

Susan Helmer  www.susanhelmer.com  

http://www.facebook.com/penwag
http://www.facebook.com/penwag
https://sproulestudios.com/
https://dianeericson.com/
http://www.dotsrainbow.com
http://www.susanhelmer.com

